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A 4x4 FACELIFT FOR A 2x4 VAN/By Ron Cogan

ou've seen 'em cruising down
Ythe boulevard—those expen-
sive looking high-roller vans

with all the latest off-road goodies
and full-time four-wheel drive. Most

sport large, aggressive off-road
meats and have a formidable stance
that seems to yearn for the boonies.
¥et, in what seems like a contradic-
tion, many of these beasts also boast
extensive custom paint and lots of
chrome—prime potential victims of
the unyielding brush and rocks en-
countered in a- typical off-pavement
excursion. 5o why the contradiction?

The appropriate term for this phe-
nomenaon is the Macho Iimage. The
high-off-the-ground stance, ready-for-
anything appeal, and total versatility
of such a machine makes it a natu-
rally impressive one, and vehicle
owners identify with their machines.
Unfortunately, after shelling out the
extra thousands of dellars for four-
wheel drive capability, adding every
conceivable off-road accessory, and
doing a top-notch exterior treatment,
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a large percentage of these ma-
chines never sea an off-road ftrail—
the risk of damage is too great!
However, there's nothing wrong
with street-driving a macho off-road
vehicle—it's a natural it you're inde-
pendently wealthy. But if you're tight-
fisted with your bucks like the rest of
us, then you might consider buying a
stock van or truck and custom build-
ing it to your own specifications. Be-
sides being an obvious waste of
money, the extra weighl and drag of
full-time four-wheel drive will cost
you dearly in fuel economy.
Aftermarket manufacturers {such
as Rough Country and Off-Road Dis-
tributors) have really come through
with viable suspension packages that
enable two-wheel drive vans and
trucks to tackle the outback. You
can improve off-road handling with
special off-road shock absorbers—
typically double shocks in the front
and singles in the rear—and add an
extra 3 inches or so with spacer
blocks and coils to accommaodate

larger all-terrain tires. Once the
stance and the off-road capabilities
are taken care of, all you have to do
is customize the vehicle to your par-
ticular neads.

With this basic philosophy in mind,
we decided to transtorm a stock
1977 ChevyVan into a versatile on
and off-road cruiser. The plan was a
simple one: build a custom street
machine for daily transportation that
can also provide camping accommao-
dations and tackle light-duty off-road-
ing. (Light-duty is stressed because,
again, nobody in their right mind will
want to go all-out on exterior treat-
ments only to see their custom paint
tall prey to typical off-road hazards.)

The van was ordered with %-ton
suspension, 350 4-bbl {and no cata-
lytic converter), Turbo Hydra-matic
transmission, locking rear axle,
power steering, power brakes and
other ftypical options. Prepping this
basic vehicle for off-road use started
with the addition of Off-Road Dis-
tributors’ van suspension kit, a Bull-
dog Turbo 350 trans from Advanced
Transmissions, Hooker headers and



a Rapid Cool transmission cooler.
Hitch Masters' custom drop-down
trailer hitch enables the van to easily
tow a full-time boonie crasher or
boat. Bottom end action is taken
care of by Keystone chrome flat-
spokers and 10-15 B.F. Goodrich All-
Terrain radials—real performers on-
road or off.
Exterior modifications were kept to
a minimum to avoid the all-too-com-
— mon cluttered look, and only cosmet-
ic and functional accessories were
added. Since night-driving conditions
in the outback often overtax stock
lighting, an impressive display of KC
Hilites auxiliary lights were added at
appropriate points. Amber foglights
{continued on page 11)

1. Affer you've saved those thousands of dolars by not
purchasing four-wheel drivie, the money can be invested in
accessones ke the cab elecironics in our groyect van

2. Wood paneling was cul and insfalled by Secret City Vans
along all wall areas; then all inferor accessory ghls warg
connecled fo wining run previously. and secured o the
panelimg

2. The cab compariment received its share of dressing up
wilh [uffed door and-engine covers from: K&M Products
Instaliation was handled by Van DeVilie in Pomona, California

&, Insulaton shoutd be the Rrsl thvng mstalled in 8 cusfom
inferior package. Hare we see afficient vrethang foam being
apphed at Fleming Urethane

5. The ceiling area was given & differant freatment fo fend a
bit-of character, Affer the piexiglass mirrar was in place, the
balance of tha tufted vinyl panels was instatled



STREEY OFF-ROAD

{continued from page 9)

weare installed underneath the front
bumper for street driving, while a
pair of floods mounted to a pushbar
and two sets of long-distance spots
secured atop an overhead light rack
take care of off-road needs. (The
pushbar and light rack are from Pa-
cific Off-Road Center and Olympic
Auto Accassories.)

Another exterior modification is the
Imaginary Glass hood scoop instalied
by Custom Auto Design. The molded
scoop is a functional one that forces
additional air flow into the engine
compartment via a series of 1%-inch
holes drilled through the hood area
beneath the scoop. Increased interior
air flow is acrieved with a fiberglass
T-Top from T-View that utilizes two
removable plexiglass panels. The ex-
terior decor is capped off with a su-
perb black paint job with bold. multi-
hue blue striping applied by Maolly
Designs.

Since this van was to be a combo
cruiser, designed to fulfill a variety of
needs, a complete custom interior

(continued on page 12)

1. Nexl came K&M raclining high-backs for
driver and passenger comfort

2. Since sfock steering wheels @re grossiy
oversizad, the Chevy's was replaced with a
Grant GT whae!

2. A Clarion Hi-Way Fudelity System supplias
Ife Impressive soLunds

4. Clarion’s MIKE CB systam ulilizes
aif-in-the-mike conirols for ease of operation,
plus-a fashy digial display

8. The “guis™ of the MIKE system are also
mounted out of sight as a thefl detarrent

8. The Chevy's slock Instrument clusler was
removed and replaced with ‘a Rediine 5000
dash from RLS Indusiries

T. Digitar calendar/ clock and
insude/oulside thermometer add real class

8. For off-road hanoling and high sfance,
Off-Road Distributors instalied dual Mickey
Thompson gas shocks up front
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{continued from page 11)

was added by Secret City Vans after
insulating the walls, ceiling and floor
with urethane foam at Fleming Ure-
thane. Driver and passenger comfort
is afforded by a pair of K&M reclining
high-backs in the front and a Custom
Fit convertible sofa bed in the rear.
Secret City also added custom cabi-
netry that houses a 12-voit ARE Mo-
bileaire fridge, Coleman catalylic
heater and Hitachi television for
camping convenience. Other interior
hits and pleces include a Grant GT
steering wheel, Xantech mood and
aircraft lights, blue shag, dark panel-
ing and a combination button-tucked/
mirrored ceiling.

Unlike hard-core off-roaders. who
tend to keep frills to a minimum (re-
member we're building a custom ma-
chine), we opted for an extensive ar-
ray of cab electronics to finish the
project off. This includes a Redline
5000 dash cluster from RLS Indus-
tries with Stewart-Warner gauges, Di-
gitar thermometer and clock/calen-
dar from Magnaphase Industries and
a digital MIKE CB system and Hi-Way
Fidelity System from Clarion. This
system utilizes their AM/FM/cassette

{continued on page 15)

1. Addifional engine cooling capabulities
were added in fhe form of an fmaginary
Giass hood scoop:

2. Superior fowing ability was prawded with
& cusfomn frame-weided receiver hitch from
Hitch Masters

3. A Bulidog Turbo 350 frans from
Advanced Transmissions faxes the slack oul

4. A Rapid Cool fransmission cooler helps
keep trans ol temperaiure down

5. Ol-Road Distribulors added 3-inch
spacer blocks al the rear sprngs for
mnoreased realr end .I'.'EIr_;I.J'Ir

8. K.C. fioodiamps are mounied on-a

front end pushbar—a praclical
addifion
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ADVANCED TRANSMISSIONS
1156 W. Halt Bivd.
Ontario, CA 91762
A&E MOBILEAIRE
200 W. 146th 5t
Gardena, CA 90248
B.F.*GOODRICH
CLARION CORPORATION
5500 Rosecrans Ave.
Lawndale, CA 90260
COLEMAN COMPANY
250 N. 5t. Francis
Wichita, KS 67201
FLEMING URETHANE
083 M. Parker
Orange, CA 92667
HITACHI

401 W. Artesia Bivd.
Compton, CA 90220
HITCH MASTERS
7242 Woodley Ave.
Van Nuys, CA 91406
HOOKER HEADERS
1032 W. Brooks 5t
Cntario, CA 91762
IMAGINARY GLASS
5419 E. La Palma
Anaheim, CA 92807
KC HILITES

Williams, AZ BB046

KEYSTOME AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS

1333 Bon View Ave.
Ontario, CA 91762

K&M PRODUCTS (KAMP)
14421 5, San Pedro St
Gardena, CA 90248

KUSTOM FIT

B8990 Atlantic Ave.

South Gate, CA 90280
MAGNAPHASE INDUSTRIES
26207 Maple Valley Hwy.
Maple Vailey, WA 98038
MOLLY DESIGNS

1713 Mewport Circle

Santa Ana, CA 92705
OFF-ROAD DISTRIBUTORS
7967 Imperial Ave,

Lemon Grove, CA 92045
OLYMPIC AUTO ACCESSORIES
843 5. Naomi Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90021
PACIFIC OFF-ROAD CENTER
11052 W, Pico Blvd

Los Angeles. CA 90064

RLS INDUSTRIES

799 E. 7th 5t

Upland, CA 91786

SECRET CITY VANS

10704 E. Garvey

El Monte, CA 91731
TECHNIBILT (GRANT)
Interstate Division

City of Industry, CA 91749
T-VIEW

Box 316, Route 2

Cedar Hill, MO 63016

VAN DEVILLE CONVERSIONS
1450 E. 3rd 51

Pomana, CA 91766
XANTECH

13038 Saticoy

Morth Hollywood, CA 91605

STREET OFF-ROAD

(continued from page 12)

deck, graphic equalizer booster and
two pairs of Six Pack speakers for
impressive sounds. Four amber rock-
er switches from KC provide the final
highlights at the center of the dash-
board.

The finished product is exactly
what it was conceived to be—an im-
pressive high-rollin’® street cruiser
that can double as a light-duty,
weekend boonie machine. It's ideal
for camping, trailering and just about
any assignment you'd want to throw
at it—and fun to drive, to boot (you'll
hear more about this in a future drive
test). :

So if you're thinking of dropping
the cash for a four-wheel drive setup,
and a macho high-roller van is what
you're after, take a good look at
what your real reguirements are. i
four-wheel drive is meraly a tool by
which the “high-roller” look is to be
achieved, and you really don't antici-
pate any heavy-duly boonie crashing,
then consider our alternative. The
money vou save by nol adding four-
whee!l drive is substantial and can go
a long way toward outfitting a van
with the exterior and interior acces-
sories you desire. And that’s the best
approach we can think of when

you're building on a budget. - L

1. Finafly, a trick T-Top from T-Vew was
added o provide increased cab
comparimean! ventlation, as well @5 a
distinchive, classy roofiing for the varn.

2. The van's spacious intenor boasts many
components designed for both appearance
and camping convenignce, including &

cafalytic heater, sofa bed and the under-bed
sforage area shown here,

3. The last louch added was an
pxlensive graphic paint job by Molly
Designs, The end resull of our project
is & versatile, high-rofler van thal is
neither too wild nar too fame, This
van is ready lo provide both
comforiabie crusinand mid off-road
rompin’,-al a fraction of what a
comparabie 4x4 sefup would run,
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