


HEVY 4x4

STICK TO AUTOMATIC AND YOU’LL NEVER
MISS A SHIFT/By Chuck Coyne

ere's a deal that you don’t
H have to worry about getting
burned on. Take one 1976
Chevy 4x4 with a 3-speed trans, one
Bulldog automatic trans from
Advanced Transmissions, do a guick
change and what do you get? A four-
wheeler with the performance and
convenience of a trick automatic.
The exchange is really simple and
should only take about one day to
do. The parts you'll need are one
Bulldog transmission from Advanced
Transmissions (1156 W. Holt, On-
tario, California 91762), a Hurst cable
shifter and the following parts from
your local Chevy dealer: shafl Part
No. 354650, gear Part No. 6273962,
sleeve Part No. 6273964, adapter
Part Mo. 6273963,
Since the standard 3-speed manual
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transmission is longer than the auto-
matic, the adapter will make up the
required length. Additionally, since
the splines on the standard tranny
are coarse and the splines on the
automatic output shaft are fine, the
shaft going into the transfer case
must be changed along with the cor-
responding gear and sleeve.

During disassembly, there is no
way in the world to keep the needle
bearings from falling out of the case,
so work on a surface that will keep
them all in the same general area.
Once the changeover is made on the
transfer case, the rest of the job is
just a matter of bolting things into
place. The automatic trans will fit in
without any modifications and the
transfer case slips in right after it.

You'll need an oil cooler for the

God may have infended man fa shil for
himsell in this life, but automatc franmes
have made many an off-road driver think
he was in heaven

7. The snap ring refaining the bearing on
the input shatl must be ramoved, Using
the proper tool will prevent damage and
femper tanfrums




1. The biggest part of changing from a 2. After the bearing refainer is out of the
funky self-shifter to a nifty Bulidog aufo is ruck's transfer case, this bearing refainer way, fhe bearing housing is removed

in the transfer case. The first step s to must first be removed from the rear Thire are many litte rofler bearings inside,
remove the companion Nange of the umt wailing fo fall out and get lost

2. In order fo gel af the insides of the

4. Working on the opposite side of the 5. This detent ball and spring must be
transfer case, the bolts holding the oid

removed from the case. A magnel on a
adapler in place are removed, followed by long shalt wil] ift the delent ball oul once
the adapler itself the spring and cap are removed.

8. Gomg lo the back of the case again,
the rear drive gear can be extracted
Thare are several liftle needie bearings in
there also waiting o gat lost.

8. The gear sleave is now removed from 9. Finally, the coarse splined gear can be 10. On the left is the old coarse-splined
ils location. Lifting ouf the defent ball retrieved fravn within the confinas of the gear that coupled to the standard Irans-

makes if possible lo gel the sleeve away transfer case. Save i if will make a greal mission, The new unil on the rght replaces
from the shitting fork inside paperweight it with fine splines fo malch the Bulidog trans
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trans and for this installation we used
a Hayden Cooler. This was a simple
matter of hanging the cooler from
the engine's radiator, using Hayden's
nifty bolts, and then running the
hoses to the trans.

With the job completed, the truck
was ready for anything. The beefed-
up Bulldog trans works wonders in
the dirt and will last a long time
thanks to the improved bearing sur-
faces and other modifications per-
formed by Advanced Transmissions.
If you are tired of shifting for your-
self, what are you waiting for? Get
into gear and get ready for a summer
of automatic trucking.

168. With the drive gear up fully against 17. Repack the needle bearings inlo the
reave and the feath align furn the rear bearing Mg in the same manner
r. It should turn freely without as the bearings in il | gear. Then,
; g housing

22. The new adapler nlarn- and the sieeve
that fils insic

front of the t

tear the O-ring.
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